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 Bearsden Academy  
   

Our Vision   
 

Committed to excellence by working together to be all we 
can be. 

  

Our Values 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

Supporting Rationale:   Bearsden Academy is a vibrant learning community that strives to 
respect the rights of our young people to fulfil their potential.  To this end, we are commit-
ted to supporting and challenging all members of our school community to become suc-
cessful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 

 
School Charter  

 
 
 
 

Pupils 
  

Everyone  Adults 
  

You have the right to learn 
and to allow others to learn. 

  

You have the right to be treated 
in a polite and sensitive manner. 

 

You have the right to expect 
classwork and homework to be 

returned to the best of  pupils’ 
ability. 

You have the right to   exer-
cise your full potential. 

  

You have the right to give and 
receive positive and constructive 

feedback.   

You have the right to expect 
pupils to come appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to expect 
teachers to be appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to be treated 
fairly as an individual.   

You have the right to expect 

positive behaviour from pupils.  

You have the right to feel 

safe. 

You have the right to be  listened 

to.  
  

  You have the right to be respect-
ed as a member of the school 

community   
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HeadLines 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The pages of our newsletter feature a number of the interesting and rewarding activ-
ities experienced by our pupils this term. 
 
In recent months there have been several significant trips and events.  In addition, 
our many clubs, teams and departmental initiatives have all provided a rich blend of 
extra-curricular provision.  Thank you to staff and parents for supporting these op-
portunities for our young people to expand their skills and life experiences. 
 
Our collective gratitude also goes to all of the participants in the recent summer con-
certs: all three were spectacular.  We look forward to next term’s musical and to 
many more opportunities for our pupils to be creative. 
 
The feedback from the extensive programme for P7 pupils and their parents/carers 
was overwhelmingly positive and the two induction days featured enthusiastic and 
happy primary pupils who appear most keen to start S1 in August.  Thank you to all 
involved over the session.  Next session, we will make early contact with the next 
cohort of P7 pupils and their families. 
 
Our PTA has continued to work hard to raise funds to benefit our pupils.  Thank you 
to our departing joint chairpersons, Andrea Glendinning and Marion Donaldson for 
their years of enthusiastic service.  
 
The recent Bearsden Festival provided our pupils with opportunities to connect with 
a wider audience and to celebrate the contributions our young people make to the 
local community. 
 
As a school community, we have achieved much this session.  We look forward to 
the SQA results knowing that our young people were highly motivated during the 
exam diet. 
 
As ever, the new session will provide interesting and fresh challenges.  Thank you 
to all for your support and energy.   
 
Enjoy the holiday. 
 

 

George Cooper 

Head Teacher 

 

Reminder:  School resumes for all pupils on Thursday 15th August at 8 50 am. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue 4 

Page 4 

Fond Farewells 
 
This summer will see a number of departures from our staff team. 
  
Retiring from teaching will be: Mrs Susan McNeil (Geography Department, 12 years 
in Bearsden Academy);  Mrs Sharon Duncan (PT Guidance and Modern Languages 
Department, 28 years in BA); Mrs Anne Marie Hunter (Business Education, 35 years 
in BA).  Our thanks to all three highly respected colleagues for their long service and 
significant contributions. 
 
Mr Derek McGowan (PT LCR) leaves us to take up a new post in another school.  
Thank you to Derek for his commitment to all of the pupils with whom he has worked 
closely. We also send our best wishes with Miss 
Hannnah Stygal of the Music department who 
leaves us for an exciting new job in Chicago.  
 
Also leaving will be three of our probationer teach-
ers: Ms Philippa Morrison (Biology), Miss Lauren 
Watt (English) and MissAshlie Mearns (Drama).  We 
wish them all the very best in their careers. 
 
 
SQA Exams 
 
SQA results day is Tuesday 6th August. 

 
All pupils will receive their certificates in the post but pupils also 
have the additional option of receiving their results by email or text 
message. If they already have an account from previous years, 
this will still be active; if they require to set up an account this 
should be done no later that 5pm on Tuesday 15th July. 
 
On Wednesday 7th August, Mr Healy (DHT S6) and Mrs Boyles 

(DHT S5) will be available from 10 am to 12 30 pm and from 1pm to 3pm to deal 
with any issues arising in the light of results. Mrs MacKay (SQA Co-ordinator) will 
also be available if any pupil is wishing to consider  requesting a  post results re-
view.   
 
This information is also available on the website and will be issued in a group call. 
 

New menus in the Canteen 

After the holidays, pupils will be welcomed back to a new look 
menu in the Canteen 
Before school starts and at intervals there will be cereal, toast 
and cookies available. In line with the Scottish government 
guidelines there will no longer be filled rolls available before 
school or at interval. 
  
New dishes such as chicken fricassee and katsu chicken cur-
ry will join old favourites such as spaghetti Bolognese or fish and chips. There will 
be a greater variety of vegetarian options and the salad bar will re-open. Information 
will be issued to all parents/carers before the start of next term. 
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Bearsden Festival 

From the initial planning meeting 
last November, the school has had 
a close involvement with this year’s 
Bearsden festival. With the focus on 
health and wellbeing it was perfectly 
aligned to much of the work done in 
the school. 

The opening event took place in the school 
Assembly Hall on Friday 10th May with the 
pipers welcoming the arriving guests.  

 

 

 

 

In the course of the event, S6 pupils Ellen 
Cameron, Mia Kelly, Cara McCauley and 
Megan Thompson spoke about their involve-
ment in Wellbeing activities and especially in 
the Music for Wellbeing course, a presenta-
tion that was widely praised for its clarity and 
impact. 

 

 

 When the volunteering awards were presented, we 
were delighted that Terry Forey gained well deserved 
recognition for the work he has done within the 
school and in the wider community  

 
 

 

There was further involvement in the 

festival throughout the week, not least 

the visit from our intrepid musicians to 

one of the local care homes. 
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Youth Philanthropy Initiative 
 
The YPI final took place in school on Monday 20th May with each S3 class having 
one group applying to win £3000 for their chosen charity. Throughout the year small 
sub groups of each Tutor class had worked with local charities finding out about 
their work and purpose. Each class then had their own mini final with the pupils vot-
ing for the group to go through to the grand final. 
 
 The presentations were most impressive with a case being made for Enable, east 
Dunbartonshire Foodbank, Eastpark home, Kathleen’s cabin, West of Scotland Deaf 
Chikdren’s society, and Calum’s cabin. A judging panel of Mrs Mackay, Mrs Barrie 
(Librarian), Mr Burns (Chaplain), Matthew Burton (Head Boy) along with Lyn Raynal 
from YPI had the unenviable task of picking the winner but eventually decided that 
the most compelling case and presentation was from 3E. 
 
 Alina Atif, Charlotte Dalrymple, Eva Holley, Helen Loud, Grace van Daal and Téa 
Wedekind had worked with Maryhill Integration Network, a group which brings refu-
gee, migrant and local communities together through, art, social, cultural and educa-
tional groups and projects, offering people a chance to learn new skills, meet new 
people, share experiences and take part in worthwhile activities to improve their 
lives and the life of their communities.  
 
As well as the pleasure in giving this substantial sum to the charity the group was 
also able to go with Mrs O’Neill to the celebration event in Perth at the end of June. 
Well done to all the groups who put in so much work for this event. It was truly inspi-
rational to be watch and listen to the presentations. 
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Donald Dewar Debating final 

What might be the best way possible to ends your school debating career? Perhaps 
taking part in the final of one of the premier debating competitions in the chamber of 
the Scottish parliament!  Having reached the final, Michael and Matthew faced a se-
rious dilemma—the final was in the parliament in Edinburgh at 6pm and the Prom 
was in Glasgow at 7pm. However, a mere detail like that was never going to stand 
in the way of this pair and they sensibly decided they could do both. 

To get to this stage of the competition, the students have already tackled topics 
such as ‘This House believes Google does more harm than good’, ‘This House be-
lieves the National Minimum Wage should be abolished’ and ‘The House regrets the 
#MeToo movement.’ With a lot more notice than they usually got for a debate, the 
boys had prepared thoroughly to oppose the motion “This house believes the Scot-
tish Parliament should have an appointed second chamber.’  They were (in the opin-

ion of their unbiased supporters) quite superb on the day.  

Presiding Officer, Ken Macintosh MSP, said: “I am al-
ways so impressed by the effort that pupils put into this 
event and this year was no different. It was inspiring to 
listen to the young people who articulated their argu-
ments extremely well and proved themselves to be skilled 
debaters. All the young people put on an outstanding per-
formance but particular congratulations to Matthew and 
Michael from Bearsden Academy.”   

Of course, by the time the result was announced, the 
boys were back in Glasgow enjoying 
the Prom, so faithful supporters Jonny 
and Sami went to collect the trophies 
and the cheque for £1000 on their be-
half (perhaps it will be their turn next 
year!)  

An outstanding finale to a terrific debat-
ing career. Well done, boys, and all the 
best for your future success  
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London Dance Excursion 
 
On 7

th
 June Miss Hayes, Miss Brady and Miss Caldwell took 24 pupils to London as 

part of our Dance Excursion. After a slightly delayed 2am departure, we set off for 
London with most of our group trying to get some sleep on the coach. 
 
 We arrived at Harry Potter Studios 
around 11am and had most of the 
day to wander round and appreci-
ate the amazing features on dis-
play, including costumes, makeup 
and set. Most of the group agreed 
that the newly added Gringott’s 
Bank was their favourite part! Miss 
Caldwell was also delighted to see 
some Design & Manufacturing re-
lated exhibitions, looking particu-
larly at small models of the main 
set areas; Diagon Alley, Hogwarts, 
the Weasley home, etc.  
 
 
We then made our way to Oxford Street and split into groups to do some sightsee-
ing and shopping. To round off day one we had dinner at TGI Friday’s and then 
made our way to our hotel to check-in and get some sleep.  
 

 
We started our second day with a visit to 
Pineapple Dance studios. In this, the pupils 
were led through a warm-up and stretch rou-
tine, some technique exercises and some 
choreography tasks. It was great to see how 
focussed they all were and there was some 
excellent creativity on show during the chore-
ographed pieces.  

We grabbed a quick sandwich on our way to 
Workshop 2, which was our Aladdin based 
West-End workshop. In this, the girls were 
taken through a quick warm-up and then 
straight into a piece from Aladdin the musi-
cal.  

After having a quick sing-through of ‘Friend 
Like Me’, the girls were taught a dance rou-
tine where they had to get into character to 
try and portray the Genie. The end perfor-
mance was very well executed!  
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London Dance Excursion  

It was then a quick dash back to the hotel to get freshened up and changed before 
we made our way to McDonalds for dinner and then to the Prince Edward Theatre 
for the show. Aladdin was a phenomenal show, particularly in terms of the costume, 
set and overall production. It was also great to see how energetic the cast were, 
particularly the chorus who were involved in the big dance numbers. We were totally 
blown away and would thoroughly 
recommend it to anyone! After the 
show we headed straight back to the 
hotel for some well-deserved sleep. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On our last day we checked out of our hotel and 
headed straight for the London Eye. Most of the 
group had never been on before and so it was an 
amazing experience to see the city from such a 
great view. We got back on the coach for our 
journey home and arrived back at ski club 
promptly at around 7.30pm.  
Overall, this was a fantastic experience and all of 
the pupils and staff had a great time. The staff 
would also like to commend every single pupil for 
their enthusiasm, behaviour and overall attitude 
to everything we did. You were all an absolute 
credit to the school! 
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Making the Wellbeing Curriculum visible 

At the end of April, the annual “Making the Wellbeing curriculum visible” event took 
place. The aim of the event is to allow parents of the new S1 pupil to gain some idea 
of the ways in which pupils are supported in the secondary school and also to let 
them get some idea of some of the opportunities which are available to pupils. 
Hugely popular was the Canteen table where there were mini sized bites of the vari-
ous meals usually available for pupils. 

This was a great event for both visitors and the exhibitors. Thanks to Ms McCloy 
and her group for organising. 
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P7 Transition Evenings 

Following on from the information meeting in April, there were two parental work-

shop sessions  held on 14th and 21st May, 

where parents could accompany their children 

to various subject departments and get a fla-

vour of what the First Year curriculum would be 

like. From Science experiments to practical 

sessions in Drama and PE, to information on 

healthy eating or learning techniques in History, 

there was plenty for everyone to enjoy “Wasn’t 

like this in my day” was probably the most com-

mon line heard from parents, as they reluctant-

ly headed home. Thanks to Ms McCloy and all 

staff and pupils involved in organising these 

evenings. 
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Languages open day at University of Stirling 

 
 
Ten S5/6 students attended  a special day of lectures and classes at the University 
of Stirling on Wednesday 12 June.  We were able to find out what it's like to study 
languages at university.  To start off the day, French students attended a lecture on 
French culture, we learned about "Les Banlieues".  After that we studied grammar 
and practised speaking in French.   Spanish students attended a lecture about Mexi-
can cultural identity.  We learned about the artist Frida Kahlo and we learned a lot of 
new vocabulary.  It gave us a taste of the University experience and in a way it 
was reassuring as it was not so different from school life.  After lunch we were able 
to listen to current and former students describing their experiences of studying and 
working abroad.  They inspired us to do the same!  
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Scottish Youth Parliament elections 

In the last issue we reported on the elections to the 
Scottish Youth parliament. Joe Thomas,  pictured 
here with Charlotte Boyle and Caitie Mak, the suc-
cessful candidates for Strathkelvin and Bearsden, 
was the successful candidate for our constituency 
of Milngavie and Clydebank 

The three new MSYPs met Councillors Andrew Polson and Vaughan Moody, the 
Joint Leaders of East Dunbartonshire Council, and Ann Davie, the Council's Depute 
Chief Executive  

Joe said, “I’d like to start by saying thank you to all the absolutely wonderful people 
at Bearsden and Douglas Academies that have shown their support and joined me 
on this amazing journey. Without them, I wouldn’t have had this opportunity, and so 
I could not be more grateful.” 

"I’m extremely excited to begin work in my new role as an MSYP - I’ve got big plans 
and hope to see some real change in East Dunbartonshire, and Scotland as a 
whole, for young people. If you too have any ideas, or queries about my plans, feel 
free to get in touch with me on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram @joethomasmsyp - 
I’m always happy to talk! I know that together, we can achieve a lot over the next 
two years, and I cannot wait to get started.” 

Our other candidates, Lennon MacEachern-Smith and Sarah Paton will now serve 
on East Dunbartonshire’s Council’s Youth Forum. Well done to all three for their ef-
forts and especially to Joe on his success. 
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PTA Spring Event 
 
This year the PTA decided to expand its regular plant sale 
and make it into more of an event. Taking place on the 1st of 
June, it just scraped into the spring season and provided a 
morning of fun and entertainment for those who attended. 
With a large and enthusiastic group of the new S6 on hand to 
help, everything ran smoothly. 
 The Art department had provided a display of pupil work 
and as well as the usual plants, books and barrows, there was 
a tombola and a nail bar. Delicious cakes were the main item 
on offer in the tea room and the chocolate fountain provided 
another source of sweet eats. 
At the end of the day, we raised just under £500 for PTA 
funds.  Well done to everyone involved in organising this 
event or in helping out on the day. 
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D of E Award 

Expeditions in Scotland are always at the mercy of the 
weather-even in so called summer.  While the Bronze ex-
peditions in May enjoyed reasonably pleasant weather, 
and the second of the two just before the holiday week-
end had glorious sunshine, the Silvers in June were not 
so fortunate and had torrential rain and unpleasantly cold 
weather to contend with. Looking at the smiling 
faces in the photos, however, you would know 
that they really had enjoyed themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

The participants were praised by the 
assessors for their excellent behaviour teamwork and navigation skills and we are 
delighted that 57 Bronze participants and a record Silver contingent of 17 walkers 
and 16 canoeists have successfully completed their expeditions. We look forward to 
seeing their presentations in August. It’s now time to get those other sections com-
pleted if you haven’t done so already. Sincere thanks to all our staff and volunteers 
for making these expeditions happen 

 

We are massively proud of Kyle McKinley (class of 2018) 
who has gained his Gold Award (the first for Bearsden 
Academy for a number of years) He came back to school 
to collect his gold badge from Mr Cooper and then went to 
Buckingham palace for the formal ceremony in May. 

Well done, Kyle—a fantastic achievement. 
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Netball 

2018/19 Season saw another hugely suc-
cessful year for our Netball Teams. Once 
again, both our S1/2 team and our S3/4 
team were competitors in the EDC 
Schools Netball League. The commit-
ment, effort and enthusiasm from the girls 
throughout the year has again, been out-
standing and it is truly a pleasure to be 
involved with such fantastic pupils. Con-

gratulations to our S3/4 team, who once 
again won the EDC League, for the sec-
ond year in a row, an outstanding 
achievement. Well done to all involved in 
our Netball!! 

 

School Sports Day: 
 
Our sports day 2019 was a huge success with the weather staying dry and the sun 
even making an appearance. Practice in PE lessons focussing solely on their own 
performance and positive mindsets, prepared the participants for the day. There 
was a very high level of participation making it a very busy day. All pupils gave their 
full effort resulting in high levels of competition and results being very close. The at-
mosphere and enthusiasm from everyone absolutely made the day and it was lovely 
to see staff members from other subject areas involved and helping - thank you! A 
massive well done to everyone who participated, and a huge congratulations to all 
medallists and to our Sports Champions: S1 – Andrew McGeough and Emily Mailer, 
S2 – Charlotte Dobbie and Alexander Napier. S3 – Reece Fleming and Kate Young. 
Well done, and thank you to all involved! 

 

County Sports: 

 

 It was great again this year 
to see Bearsden Academy 
represented at County 
Sports. We were represent-
ed by a total of 56 pupils 
this year, and each and 
every one of them did the 
school proud. Well done to 
all of our pupils, special 
mention to our medallists, 
all 17 of you!! 
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EDC & Primary Dance Festivals 
 

A number of pupils took part in the EDC 
Dance Festival, where they competed 
against all other schools in the council. 
Bearsden Academy had seven groups 
who performed exceptionally well, dis-
playing confidence and enthusiasm in a 
range of styles of dance. Congratulations 
to our Senior Contemporary group who 
placed third with their piece to ‘Unsteady’ 
– Rhona Andrews, Hannah Dunn, Kirsty 
Kennedy and Eilidh McGeough! 

 
 
Following this, we hosted our 
annual Primary Dance Festival 
where we invited our local Pri-
mary schools to take part and 
show off what they had been 
working on for the past few 
months. This was a fantastic 
event with four Primary perfor-
mances and ten Secondary per-
formances, all of whom were 
responsible for choreographing 
their own routines. 

 

 We also had around 150 parents/carers 
making up our wonderful audience. Well 
done to all pupils who took part and thank 
you to all staff and pupils who helped 
make this event such a success! 
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Congratulations 

 

...to Ben Cameron for representing Scotland in the 
Under 18 international   

 

 

 

 

 

...to Christine Wood on being first Scot-
tish girl in the Youth National sailing 
competition for the third year running. 

 

 

 

 

...to sister, Morven Wood, selected to compete for 
Scotland at the Eric Twiname Regatta during the 
holiday weekend  

 

 

 

 

...to Kirsten Robertson,  who represented Scot-
land at the world Schools Orienteering Champion-
ship in , Estonia 
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Football 

Our U18 team finished the season as double cup champions, win-
ning the GFSA Cameronian Cup and also the EDC U18 Cup.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the Cameronian Cup against Holy-
rood the game finished 3-3 at the final 
whistle, before winning 4-3 on penal-
ties (goals from Euan Deveney (2) and 
Jack Cuthbertson)  
 
In contrast, it was a much more com-
fortable afternoon in the EDC Cup 
beating Boclair Academy 5-1, with 
goals from James Ojo, Jack Cuthbert-
son, Euan Deveney, Kieron Neave and 
Zaki Khan. 
 
 
 
 

 
Our U16s were also successful in 
the EDC Cup recording a very con-
vincing 6-0 victory over Lenzie at 
Lennoxtown, with goals coming 
from Jamie Burgess (2), Ben 
McLernan (2), David Lynn and 
Cameron Brown.  
 
 
 
 
 



Contact details: 
Address : Stockiemuir Road, Bearsden, Glasgow G61 3SF 
Phone number  : 0141 955 2344 
Fax number  : 0141 942 5949 
Pupil Absence Line: 0141 955 2345 
Email : office@bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
Web site : www.bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

August 
Tuesday 6th       SQA results issued 
Wednesday 7th   Course reviews for new S5/6 10am to 3 pm 
Tuesday 13th    In service day 1  
Wednesday 14th   In service day 2 
Thursday 15th    Pupils return 8 50 
Wednesday 28th   D of E celebration evening 
Thursday 29th    School photos S1 and S6 
Friday 30th    Freshers’ Fayre 
Saturday 31st    PTA Coffee Morning 
 

September 
Wednesday 4th   D of E information meeting  7pm 
Wednesday 11th   Senior Awards ceremony  7 pm 
Friday 27th     September weekend holiday 
Monday 30th    September weekend holiday 
 
 
The next meeting of the Parent Council is on Tuesday 3rd September at 7 pm 
The next meeting of the Parent Teacher Association is on Monday 19th August at 7 pm 
 
The next BAnner will be published in October 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


