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Amazing, incredible, fantastic 
£5622 raised for Robin House 
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      Follow us on Twitter  @BearsdenAcademy  
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 Bearsden Academy  
   

Our Vision   
 

Committed to excellence by working together to be all we 
can be. 

  

Our Values 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

Supporting Rationale:   Bearsden Academy is a vibrant learning community that strives to 
respect the rights of our young people to fulfil their potential.  To this end, we are commit-
ted to supporting and challenging all members of our school community to become suc-
cessful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 

 
School Charter  

 

 
 
 

Pupils 
  

Everyone  Adults 
  

You have the right to learn 
and to allow others to learn. 

  

You have the right to be treated 
in a polite and sensitive manner. 

.  

You have the right to expect 
classwork and homework to be 

returned to the best of    pupils’ 
ability 

You have the right to   exer-
cise your full         potential. 

  

You have the right to give and 
receive positive and constructive 

feedback.   

You have the right to expect 
pupils to come appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to   ex-
pect teachers to be   appro-
priately prepared for les-

sons. 

You have the right to be treated 
fairly as an individual.   

You have the right to expect 

positive behaviour from     pu-

pils.  

You have the right to feel 

safe. 

You have the right to be      lis-

tened to.  
  

  You have the right to be respect-
ed as a member of the school 

community   
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HeadLines 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

As ever, our school has been a very busy place this term, as this edition of our newsletter testifies.  

The Remembrance Service in November featured a respectful silence observed by the whole school 

and provided a poignant, reflective moment in the midst of much activity. 

Senior Phase pupils (S4, S5 & S6) are preparing for prelim examinations due early next term.  These, 

together with other forms of assessment, should allow teachers, pupils and parents access to help-

ful information and provide a context for discuss progress in class and towards presentation at ap-

propriate SQA examinations in the summer term.  Where parents and carers may wish advice on 

any aspect of assessment, please contact your young person’s guidance teacher. 

Elsewhere, our recent Christmas Fair raised a substantial amount for school funds and this will ben-

efit pupil activities in the next part of the school session.  Many thanks to the PTA for their hard 

work.  Indeed, the PTA are keen to enlist new members and have interesting ideas for future events 

and fund-raising.  Please contact either the school office or Mr Healy (DHT) if you wish to get in-

volved in any way. 

Last month’s energetic and wonderfully presented Fashion Show raised an all-time high sum for the 

chosen charity.  The two Christmas dances, organised by the PE department, were quite splendid in 

encouraging respect through social interaction.   

There have been many outstanding individual and team performances this term.  We are, indeed, 

lucky to have so many talented and committed young people in our school.  In addition, our splen-

did pupils continue to work with our local community in various ways. 

With the holiday approaching, I hope and trust that pupils, staff, parents and carers will have restful 

and enjoyable break.    

As ever, thank you to all parents, carers and supporters for your efforts on behalf 

of our school community.   

Best wishes to everyone for the festive season ahead. 

 

George Cooper 

Head Teacher 

 

 

End of term arrangements 

School will close for the Christmas  holidays at 2 30, on Friday 21st December. with the lunch hour 
running from 1 30 to 2 30  

School will reopen on January 7th 2019 at 8 50.  

Prelim exams will run form Monday 14th to Thursday 31st January. A copy 
of the exam timetable is available on the website.  

 

 
 
 
      

http://clipartall.com/img/clipart-112535.html
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Fashion Show 2018—Make your Mark 
 
In August a keen, enthusiastic group of S6 pupils met with 
Miss Mackell to start planning the Fashion Show. Almost 
all were veterans of previous Fashion shows with many 
having participated in every show since their First Year. 
After a lengthy discussion, the group settled on Robin 
House as their chosen charity and set about establishing 
links with the wonderful people who work there. 
 
The work of putting the show together went on with its usual efficiency  (what else would we ex-
pect from Miss Mackell?) with S6 pupils assigned to the walks for the different year groups, chore-
ography agreed, rehearsal schedules drawn up, clothes organised and raffle prizes sought. 
 

And at the end of November, it all came together in one stunning show  The contributions from the 

Art department, Erin Bissette in S6 who designed and made three of the Prom dresses, the former 

pupils, Cameron, Jason and Lewis, who came back to help with sound 

and light, the photographers, the back stage team, the hair and make 

up teams, the people who helped decorate the Hall, the people who 

donated prizes for the raffle .  
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Fashion Show 2018 
Particular thanks to the musicians Amy McManus, Amy McDonald, Chloe Boyles, Maya Bedi Mia 
Kelly, Molly White for their superb performances and to Sam MacKay for his calm and clear com-
pèring. Thanks to those who provided the outfits, Primark and New Look in Clydebank, Reid’s and 
Libelllula Boutique in Milngavie, Déja Boutique, Hamilton, Slater’s in Glasgow and Enchanted in Hil-
lington. Thanks for the donation of “Angus McCoo” and the incredible bid of £1000 which secured it 
in the silent auction. Most of all, well done to all the hard working and talented participants.  
 
When all the totals were finally calculated, we had made an incredible £5644.45. The Show itself 
was fantastic but  even more thrilling was presenting the cheque to Jonathan from Robin House. He 
explained that the sum raised was almost exactly what it costs to run the house for  one day and 
the in the spring there will be a designated Bearsden Academy 
day. What a wonderful reward for all the hard work and effort. 
A magnificent achievement, masterminded as ever by the in-
defatigable Miss Mackell. Well done to everyone.  
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 
 
Planning for the school production of a Midsummer night’s dream 

began long before midsummer but it was round about that time 

that the hard work of putting on a show began. Auditions were 

held in early September and then it was all hands on deck to get 

the production ready for the start of November. There were 

lunchtime meetings and after school rehearsals, there was a set to 

prepare and outfits to make and then it was November. 

The enthralled audience was highly impressed withlovely com-

ments form appreciative members of the audience  

“Magical. Well done, inspirational performance.”  
 
“A divine performance from a fantastic department” 

 

Thanks to Mr Millar and Ms Devon for their work in produc-
ing this impressive performance, to the rest of the Drama 
department and various other staff for their help. A massive 
“Well done,” to the pupils who participated both on stage 
and behind the scenes. You were great. 
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 A Midsummer night’s dream 

by Charlie Townsend, S3 
 
This year the school waited with baited breath to find out the next school production. So, when the 

Drama Department announced William Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' there was 

around 100 pupils who came forward to be auditioned by the directors Mr Millar and Mrs Devon. I 

was lucky to be cast as one of the Mechanicals and I had a great time rehearsing with everyone. It 

really was a fun time for me and the rest of us. It was great too to hear how the audience respond-

ed with a lot of laughter and clapping. The show was brilliant and everyone commented on how 

professional it was. I was really pleased to be part of it and I will certainly be auditioning for the 

next one.  
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Remembrance Events 

 
Almost 100 years after the Armistice that ended the First 
World War, on Friday November 9th, pupils and staff ob-
served their annual act of remembrance.  
 
Pupils from S4/5/6 assembled in the courtyard while the 
junior school and teachers observed form their windows 
where they could. Man choir sang Abide with me then the 
last post was sounded by Charlotte Neilston on trumpet. The 
two minute silence was observed  respectfully until broken 
by the sounds of Reveille. Mr Thickett from the British Le-
gion spoke Binyon’s “They shall grow not old”  and Mr Kerr 
then reminded everyone of the particular sacrifice of Lieu-
tenant James Ross, Depute Head Teacher at Bearsden Acad-
emy who dies at the Somme and is commemorated on the 
Thiepval memorial.  Megan Thomson then piped us out of 
the courtyard and back to classes, 
. 
In honour of this centenary year, the Design Technology 
Department created a memorial garden of acrylic poppies 
and  designed a stunning memorial of a soldier kneeling at 
the grave of a comrade. They also made a wreath of pop-
pies which Head Boy and Head girl Matthew Burton and 
Cara McCauley laid at the memorial. 
 
On Sunday 11th,  Matthew and Cara laid a wreath on be-
half of the school at the War memorial at Bearsden Cross. 
Other members of the Captaincy team were on hand to 
accompany Mr Thickett as he laid his wreath on behalf of 
the British Legion.  
 
As the whole country remembered the sacrifices made so 
long ago, it was heartening to watch the next generation 
continue the tradition of remembrance.  
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Cambiata 
 
Over two years ago, through a collaboration with Mr Frikki Walker, formerly a Music teach-
er at Bearsden Academy, our Man Choir joined forces with boys from other local schools. 
This combined group performed in a moving tribute in St Marys’ Cathedral, great Western 
Road,  in a ceremony to mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. They gave a similar 
performance in 2017.  
 
This year as we marked the centenary of the end of the First World War, Man Choir along 
with boys from the High School of Glasgow, Glasgow Academy and Kelvinside Academy and 
the RSNO boys’ choir took part in an ambitious series of concerts in Perth, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. Working with the well-known conductor Thomas Søndergråd and the RSNO was a 
fantastic experience for the boys and the hours of rehearsal certainly paid off in stunning 
contributions to the three concerts. . 
 
The boys received rave reviews for their moving performance as they sang three songs 
from All Those Men Who Marched Away, a recent work by Ken Johnston.  Home Before Christ-
mas, which recalled the belief that this was going to be a short war; Kitchener’s Army, re-
flecting the appalling death toll and       
Memorials reminding us of the youthful 
volunteers of 100 years ago. 
 
Thanks to the Music Staff who supported 
the boys through the lengthy rehearsal 
programme and well done to the mem-
bers of the Man Choir for truly memorable 
performances. 
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London calling! 
by Harry Talbot, 5G 
 
The official 2018 modern studies London trip began 

at 6 am in Glasgow central station, with over 20 

half asleep 5th and 6th years boarding the Virgin 

train on a non-stop 5hr journey to London Euston.  

 

 

 

 

We eventually arrived at the Royal National 

by half 11, and began our trip in earnest 

with a visit to Buckingham palace. 

 

In the afternoon, we received a very in-

formative trip round the House of Lords and 

the House of Commons, made especially 

interesting as it was the announcement of 

the 2019 Budget.  We  topped this off with 

dinner at the Hard Rock Café.  
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London callling 
 

The second day again began 
early, with our 9 am workshop 
in the Royal Courts of London, 
as we took part in a mock court 
case, and continued with a re-
laxing cruise down the Thames 
and ride on the London eye.  

 

 

The day ended with a Jack the 
Ripper walking tour and Pizza 
express for dinner. 

 

 

 The final day really started at 1am in 
the morning, as the hotel’s fire alarm 
went off twice in the night, but our 
first activity was a walking tour about 
the historical crimes of London, then 
we were given some free time to do 
some shopping before the 3 o’clock 
train back to Central station.   

Massive thanks to Miss Smith, Mr 
McKeown and Mrs Thomson, espe-
cially Mrs Thomson for organising 
this trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Issue 2 

Page 12 

S1 Trip to Bannockburn 

At the end of November, a group of excited S1 pupils 

headed off to visit the famous Bannockburn battle-

field and visitor centre near Stirling.  

Matthew Blake, 1E, described the activities on offer 

“At Bannockburn, we saw the Monument, of course, 

and the fields where the battle was foughtInside the 

Centre we were able to see a video and imagine what 

would have happened if the Scots hd lost. We were 

able to try on outfits like the soldiers wore—there 

were different ones for the cavalry, for swordsmen 

and for archers. 

One of the best bits was asimulation game where you 

were able to plan what was going to happen in the 

battle—we were divided int Scots and English and 

you could move some of your men and then the op-

position could decide what to do next and if you got 

to Edinburgh Castle you would have won 

It was a great day and we learned a lot about what it was like to bepart of the armies at Bannockburn” 
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Ronan goes to Space School 

Last December, when applications for Space School opened,    
Ronan McLaren, S6, interested in engineering as a potential 
career and interested in space travel, decided to apply to the 
programme. 
 
From a field of 600 applicants, 100 were selected to spend a 
residential week at Strathclyde University, in June, where they 
enjoyed lectures from engineering specialists, were able to talk 
with NASA personnel and undertake a series of interviews and 
presentations.  35 candidates were then selected to go on to 
interviews and presentations, with 10 finally selected to go to 
Houston.  What an achievement for Ronan to be among the 10! 
 
 In October, Ronan set off for Houston where he was able to 
attend the Houston Air show and visit the Johnson Space Cen-
tre.  The group was given a VIP tour which allowed them into 
areas not normally visited by tourists.  They were able to see 
mock ups of the Mars Rover and the moon buggies as well as a 
scale version of the International Space Station in the neutral buoyancy lab, which replicates condi-
tions in space. 
 
This was also the first year that Space School participants were able to go on to the floor of Mission 
Control and witness live exchanges with the International Space Station. Another highlight of the 
visit was receiving motivational talks from NASA personnel, chief among them being Gene Kranz, 
now in his 80s, the mission controller at the time of the Apollo 13 mission. One of the things that 
struck Ronan very strongly was the air of positivity which he encountered everywhere he went in 
Houston. 

 
After an incredible trip, Ronan returned to Scotland, 
definitely set on a career in engineering and perhaps a 
further encounter with the space industry. He has also 
used his experience to inspire others as the applica-
tions for Space school open again just now. 
Well done, Ronan. We look forward to hearing of your 

future exploits.  
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Anti bullying week 

The week from 12th to 16th November was designated nationally as anti-
bullying week and this year’s theme was “respect” with awareness raising 
for the charity “Respect Me”. 
 
Respect Me is a charity which encourages respect, values opinions and 
celebrates differences and promotes positive relationships believing that 
this will make it difficult for bullying behaviour to flourish or be tolerated. 
 
 
In Bearsden Academy, events were organised by Wellbeing Committee, led 
by Ellen Cameron.  In conjunction with the Art department, they organised 
a poster competition for S1, the results of which were turned into a mural 
in the hall.  Reps, from the Committee spoke at Assemblies for S1 to S3, 
focusing on respect and what it means.  At break there was a stall gifting 
badges and pencils and a sample of pupils comments or respect were tweet-
ed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee thought that the theme of respect within the school and the 
community had been well received and taken to heart by the younger pupils. 
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Debating and Public Speaking 

Fresh from our triumph in the Debating Matters 
competition in September, the debaters started 
on a busy , not to say manic, programme of 
events.  A victory for Jonny and Matthew in the 
ESU Mace before the October holiday meant 
that one competition was out of the way but 
there was Donald Dewar Debating, Rotary Pub-
lic Speaking, ESU juniors, Rotary Youth Speaks 
all to get through in a few short weeks. Jonny, 
Matthew, Cara, Adam and Harry  spoke in the 
heats of Rotary Public Speaking. All spoke ex-
tremely well with Cara progressing to the final. 
  
 
 
 
 

Almost inevitably, the final was on the same night as Donald 
Dewar!  Matthew and Michael progressed to the next round 
of this competition  in January with Jonny and Eve being 
very unlucky not to get through that night as well.  In ESU 
Juniors, Ben and Lizzy, made  their debut along with more 
experienced Scott and Kirsten, but neither team progressed 
to the next round on this occasion. 
 
In Youth Speaks we had Finlay, Fraser,  Cameron and 
Ruaridh all making their public speaking debut in the senior 
competition and Abbie doing likewise in the     junior compe-
tition.  The junior competition was evenly matched with the 
team from Douglas just edging through to the final. In the 
senior competition, it is fair to say that Finlay’s speech cer-
tainly livened up the evening. 
 
In Anti bullying week we held an invitation event in the As-
sembly Hall with Miss Smith and Michael Dunn opposing Mr 
Osborn and Eve Cameron on the motion “Is Social media 
harmful to mental health?” We had a massive turnout of 
pupils from every year in the school—an experiment we will 
definitely repeat in the future. 

After a short break we will be back into action at the end of 
January with the second rounds of Donald Dewar and Mace, 
ESU Public Speaking, Hot Air Cup and Oxford Union De-
bating, not to mention EYP in March.  If you want to try de-
bating come along to the Contemplation room any Monday or speak with Mrs MacKay. 
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PTA Christmas Fayre 

In mid November, the school was gearing up for the first Christmas event of the season—
the annual PTA Christmas Fayre. With an enlarged and enthusiastic Committee, there was 
a real effort to make this one of the best ever events. They were certainly successful. A 
busy and bustling atmosphere existed form the start with a great variety of stalls, including 
our own Young Enterprise , Design Technology, Home Economics  stalls as well as the lively 
stalls for the S2 Business Dynamics pupils. All the usual elements were there—the Brass 
band played suitable festive music, there was a permanent queue at the raffle, the tea 
room did a lively trade and  there was a fantastic group of 
Prefects helping out. At the end of the night we found that 
we had made a fantastic total of  £ 

Well done to everyone involved 
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Hallowe’en event 

The S6 Hallowe’en event took place on the-
Thursday 1st November, allowing those on 
the London “moddies” trip to attend. S6, as 
usual, came in a fantastic variety of weird and 
wonderful outfits to enjoy the party in the 
Hall, appropriately decorated with cobwebs 
and spooks, and to eat suitably gruesome 
Hallowe’en themed food.  

After much debate, individual prizes were 
awarded to Joe Thomas as Dr Octopus  Chloe 
Boyles as a zombie bride, and Cara McCauley 
as Lilo The best team award was won by “the 
Inbetweeners” and the best couple were Ellie 
Bain and Kirsten Brown as a devil and an an-
gel.  
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Football Round Up 
 
U13s (S1): 
 
The U13s are now in the last 16 of the Scottish 
Shield after a recent 6-2 victory away at Lanark in 
the last 32.  They are also in the quarter final of 
the Castle Cup and EDC Cups and currently en 
route to progress into the next stage of the Glas-
gow League 
 
 
 
U14s (S2): 
The U14s lost out in the last 32 of the Scottish shield after losing to local rivals Douglas Academy.  
They also lost out in the Crookston cup to last years winners OLSPHS in the early rounds.  The Glas-
gow league progression is in the balance after a mixed set of results with some wins and some de-
feats.  They look forward to a quarter final of the EDC Cup in February. 
 

U15s (S3): 
The U15’s reached the last 64 of the Scottish 
Shield after an impressive away win at St Pauls 
although lost out at this stage to a well organ-
ised Woodfarm side.  After a mixed bag of re-
sults in the Glasgow league the side still have 
an opportunity to progress to the next round 
after Christmas.  There are also two quarter 
finals to look forward to in the East Dunbarton-
shire Cup and also the Glasgow cup after an 
excellent 3-2 win away at Hermitage Academy 
in the round of 16. 

U16s (S4) 
After a victory against Mearns Castle the U16s went out of the Scottish shield to a memorable pen-
alty shoot-out loss to Barrhead High (13-12).   Vale of Leven were the victors against the 16’s in the 
RS McCall Cup.  The side are due to progress in the Glasgow league section after some fantastic re-
sults and performances and also have the quarter final of the EDC cup to look forward to in Febru-
ary. 
U18s (S5/6 
The U18s reached the last 64 of the Scottish cup 
where they were defeated by St Andrews Acade-
my after an earlier round win against Woodfarm.  
After wins against St Peters and Smithycroft, the 
side are in the quarter finals of the Cameronian 
Cup where they will face Hermitage.  They also 
have an EDC cup quarter final to look forward to 
in February as well as being on course to qualify 
for the next round of the Glasgow League 
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Sports News 
 
 
Basketball:  
Over 40 pupils attend the school Basketball Club every 
Wednesday after school. The club is coached by former 
pupil and Basketball player Reece Barbour.  
 
The Senior Boys are playing in the Glasgow Basketball 
U18 League. So far we have played two games, away to 
Hillhead High and at home to St Mungo’s Academy. 
Although we didn't come away with wins, there was no 
lack of effort or talent on show. There are two more 
games to go this year to qualify for the play offs.  
 
 

 
 

Girls Football:  
The Girls’ Football team has been going from strength to 
strength this year with thanks to new Head Coach Miss Quinn 
and Senior helpers Amy, Chloe, Rachel and Emily. They com-
peted in the first East Dunbartonshire Girls League Tourna-
ment this year and came away with some fantastic results.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volleyball:  
Numbers continue to remain high at the club which takes place 
on Wednesdays after school. The team are playing in their first 
ever tournament against Wallace High and Dunblane high at the 
end of January.  
 
 
 

 
 

Netball:  
The S1/2, S3/4 and Recreational Netball Clubs have been com-
peting all year round. Both teams have been playing against all 
EDC schools with many great results. Big thinks to Senior Pupil 
Jaya for leading the recreational club.  
 
 
 
 
 

Rugby: 
Numbers at our School Rugby Club have reached record 
highs this year with over 50 boys and girls attending 
every week. As a result we have played in many EDC 
tournaments. This is with great thanks to Mr Hoffman 
and West of Scotland RFC for providing curricular and 
extra curricular support to grow number, take the clubs 
and host the tournaments.  
 
 
PTO for info on Scottish schools road race 
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Scottish Schools Road Race:  
 

Earlier this term we had a number of pupils competing in 
the Scottish Schools Road Race. This took place at Falkirk 
Stadium with over 40 other schools competing. Every one 
of our athletes ran with great determination and came 
away with fantastic times.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the pupils who took part in the “Top of the 
Bench” competition at the edn of November and did very well 
indeed —The team consisted of Fergus Towler, S2, Jamie Glen 
and Cormac Rocks, S3 and Elena Tannock, S4. Well done on a 
fantastic performance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to our senior 
team—Fraser Gaffney, Fraser 
McGinn,  Heather Rowland and 
Rachel Smillie—who were placed 
third in the UKMT regional senior 
team challenge  
Recently A superb result. Well 
done.  
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Congratulations 

 

Well done to Daniel Kerr, (class of 18) who was shortlisted for 

an award at the NTA awards for his role in Doctors.  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Heather Rowland for entering the UKMT girls Olympiad  

 

Congratulations to Owen Morley in S4 who has been selected as one of the 

top scorers in the UK Bebras Challenge, and has earned a place in the next 

round of the challenge at Oxford University in February 2019. 

 

Congratulations to Ben Cameron , S5, on his selection for the Under 18 Scotland squad and fingers 

crossed for Hannah Jordan, S3, who has reached the final trails for the girls’ Under 15 squad 

 

 

Congratulations to Michael Dunn who was runner up in the ESU ST An-

drew’s day debating competition, held in the Scottish parliament on Decem-

ber 3rd. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Robert Green, S3,  who was awarded the 

2018 Annual Trophy at Temple Swim Club  night for his 

achievements this year. In particular there was mention of his 

recent achievement representing Bearsden Academy at the 

Scottish Junior Nationals (LD) for all 5 swims in November, 

coming in as one of the Top 10 swimmers in Scotland at the 

Tollcross event.   



Contact details: 
Address : Stockiemuir Road, Bearsden, Glasgow G61 3SF 
Phone number  : 0141 955 2344 
Fax number  : 0141 942 5949 
Pupil Absence Line: 0141 955 2345 
Email : office@bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
Web site : www.bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

JANUARY 
 

Monday 7th   Return form Christmas holidays 
Monday 14th    Start of S4 Prelim exams 
Wednesday 16th   S2 Parents’ meeting 
Monday 21st    Start of S5/6 Prelim exams 
     S2 Parents' Information meeting 
Monday 28th    S4 pupils return to school 
 
FEBRUARY    
Friday 1st    S5/6 pupils return to school 
Wednesday 6th   S4 Parents'’ meeting 
Monday 11th   Mid term holiday 
Tuesday 12th   Mid term holiday 
Wednesday 13th   Staff In service day 
Thursday 21st   S4 Parents’ Information meeting 
 
 
 
The next meeting of the Parent Council is on Tuesday 8th January at 7 pm 
The next meeting of the Parent Teacher Association is on Monday 14th January at 7 15pm 
 
The next BAnner will be published at the end of  March 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


