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Spectaular Ski Trip 

Good luck to Beth Potter 
in the 
Commonwealth Games 
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 Bearsden Academy  
   

Our Vision   
 
 

Committed to excellence by working together to be all we can be. 
  

Our Values 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

Supporting Rationale:   Bearsden Academy is a vibrant learning community that strives to 
respect the rights of our young people to fulfil their potential.  To this end, we are commit-
ted to supporting and challenging all members of our school community to become suc-
cessful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 

 
School Charter  

 

 
 

Pupils 
  

Everyone  Adults 
  

You have the right to learn 
and to allow others to learn. 

  

You have the right to be treated 
in a polite and sensitive manner. 

.  

You have the right to expect 
classwork and homework to be 

returned to the best of  pupils’ 
ability 

You have the right to exer-
cise your full potential. 

  

You have the right to give and 
receive positive and constructive 

feedback.   

You have the right to expect 
pupils to come appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to expect 
teachers to be appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to be treated 
fairly as an individual.   

You have the right to expect 

positive behaviour from  pupils.  

You have the right to feel 

safe. 

You have the right to be listened 

to.  
  

  You have the right to be respect-
ed as a member of the school 

community   
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HeadLines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
This spring edition features a plethora of reports relating to just some of the exciting 
and rewarding activities provided for our young people.  These snapshots, together 
with our Twitter feed, should provide a flavour of the success enjoyed by our pupils.  
 
In addition, you will read of how our extensive Primary transition Programme helps 
provide helpful information and experiences for P7 pupils and their families, always 
with the aim of building confidence at an important stage. 
 
SQA Preparation 
Parents should be confident that teachers and support staff have been working   
tirelessly to help pupils secure examination performances aligned to their high      
expectations.  Initiatives, such as supported study and Easter School, are designed 
to provide focused help for those who may benefit from advice on study methods, 
planning, organisational skills and exam preparation. 
 
The coming weeks are critical in terms of preparation.  As a school community, we 
will continue to work together to ensure the collective success of our students.  The 
clear message from teachers in class and from year heads at assemblies has been 
for students to plan their study well in advance of the Easter holidays.  Now is the 
time for students to turn their minds to structured preparation.  As ever, parents 
should contact their child’s Guidance Teacher where there may be a perceived   
concern. 
 
I wish all of our SQA candidates a productive month ahead. 
 
I hope that everyone will have a splendid Easter holiday.  Thank you for your       
continuing support. 
 
George Cooper 
Head Teacher 
 

Staff Changes 

During the last few months we have said farewell to several long serving members 
of staff who have moved to positions elsewhere. Mrs Leigh Douglas has a perma-
nent post in Support for Learning in Vale of Leven Academy, Alexandria, while Mr 
Scott Douglas is currently Acting Principal Teacher of Physical Education in Turn-
bull Secondary. Mr & Mrs Douglas had collectively notched up over 20 years service 
to Bearsden Academy while Mrs Angela Yekken, who moves to St Ninian’s, East 
Renfrewshire, has also spent 20 years. We wish these colleagues well in their new 
posts.. We welcome Ms Laura Phelps to the Chemistry             Department  as well 
as Mr Sean McDonald to the temporary vacancy in PE, and Miss Jill Christie, who 
is covering Mrs Graham’s maternity leave. We  congratulate Mrs Gillian Glen and 
Miss Hannah Stygal, who have been appointed to the      permanent part time 
posts in Home Economics and  Music respectively. 
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Website 

This edition of the BAnner will be published on our new school website which is due to go 
live at the start of April.  

The new school websites have been developed by East Dunbartonshire council through-
out the school year, providing a uniform and more up to date format for all schools. At the 
moment, we have moved over existing content where relevant, and throughout the sum-
mer term we will work on adding further areas. As we expand the website, we would very 
much welcome your ideas on what you would like to see included.  The obvious section is 
the Parent Information one but ideas and suggestions for all areas would be appreciated 

Snow Days 

For the first time in many years, the west of Scotland saw heavy snowfalls in January and 
February. The first “snow days” in mid January brought minor disruption as travel to 
school was disrupted. However the stalwart members of the PE Department, finding that 
the astro pitch was apparently unavailable, with the admirable attitude of “there’s no such 
thing as bad weather in PE” turned to and cleared a pitch themselves ready for classes 
later in the day. Commendable spirit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter school & SQA exams 

The Easter school revision classes will run from Tuesday 3rd to Friday 6th April in school 
from 9am to 4pm each day. Details were issued prior to the holidays. 

The SQA exams start on Monday 30th April and will run until Friday 1st June. The  main 
SQA timetable is available on the SQA website and pupils will be issued with their individ-
ual timetables when they return after the Easter holidays. 
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School Ski Trip 
 
In January, a group of 39 S2 and S3s 
visited Val Di Fiemme in Italy for 
Bearsden Academy’s first ski trip in 
many years. A great week was had 
by all and pupils enjoyed some ex-
cellent skiing, an extensive après-ski 
programme and not to mention lots 
and lots of pizza! 
 
 Our trip involved 5 days worth of ski 
lessons with some of the highest 
quality instructors in both the Bel-
lamonte and Pampeago resorts. All 
groups also took part in a competitive 
race by the end of the week and also some exciting off piste  adventures. We were 
lucky to have excellent weather with the sun shining most days and some excellent 
skiing conditions – making the powder snow nice and soft for the few tumbles that 
were taken when off piste – staff included! 
 
We stayed in the charming village of Predazzo and enjoyed some excellent après 
ski activities including ice skating, quiz nights, visiting a pizza parlour and some 
sight seeing in the picturesque town of Cavalese.  
 
Thank you to all pupils for making it such a great week with a high standard of      
behaviour and enthusiasm at all times.  Thank you to also to parents/carers for    
allowing pupils to take part in this excellent opportunity.  It was an memorable week 
in which many new skills were learned and memories were made that will last a    
lifetime! 
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The BoConcept Project 
 
The BoConcept project began with the aim of promoting product design for S3 pu-
pils within the Art Department. Mrs Farmer was able to contact product design-
er Heather Griffiths and so the BoConcept chair design project was born!  
 
The Initial stage was to produce vision boards and prototypes before embarking on 
construction.  In the Assembly Hall, pupils worked in groups of 4-5 sketching de-
signs and investigating materials before embarking on the whole day activity where 
they would make their visions reality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Designs completed, there was then the excitement of ac-
tually constructing the final products. This required an en-
tire day in the Art department with the end result being 
some very impressive looking chairs which were on dis-
play in the Art Department break out space. However, 
there was more excitement to come... 
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BoConcept Project 

 

 

 

As it happened, BoConcept had already run a charity auction in support of Social 
Bite and the Big Sleep, where a number of professional artists and designers such 
as artist John Byrne, had customised BoConcept chairs and then auctioned them for 
large sums of money; so our wee S3 project and idea to auction the chairs off  
followed on from that. Thanks to the Art staff and the designers at BoConcept for 
their hard work. Well done to everyone for such a fantastic project. 
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South American Day at Edinburgh Zoo 
 
S2 pupils took part in a visit to the South American Day at Edinburgh 
Zoo on 9

th
 November 2017. 

 
The ‘Science in the Language Class’ programme, organised by the Royal Zoological 
Society of Scotland, links conservation projects around the world and conservation 
breeding programmes within their zoos to language learning.  
 
This was a fantastic opportunity for S2 pupils to really engage with zoology, and al-
so with the Spanish culture and language, in real life surroundings. The day fo-
cused on learning about endangered South American and Spanish species and the 
steps we can take to help them.   
 
There was also  a focus on using language that the pupils had learned during S2 
Spanish lessons. As hoped, they picked up some new Spanish vocabulary too! 
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Pupil comments 

• I enjoyed animal handling the most because I got to hold lots of new animals.  I 
learned how snakes kill prey. 

• I enjoyed the zoo exploration because we saw lots of different animals and 
learned about where they are from. 

• I enjoyed the animal handling because it was interesting learning about how you 
say their names in Spanish. 

• The most interesting thing I learned was about the endangered species.   

• I liked going round the zoo checking which animals are from South America. 

• I learned the names of many animals in Spanish 

• I enjoyed the Spanish activities because we learned new words and I liked look-
ing around the zoo.  The most interesting thing I learned was that an armadillo 
can roll up into a perfect ball. 

• Seeing all the animals in the zoo because I hadn’t seen some of the animals be-
fore.  Holding the animals from South America.  Learning the names in Spanish. 

• The most interesting thing was when we looked at the skulls of the animals in the 
quiz.  I learned about giant ant eaters. 

• We learned a lot of animal vocabulary in Spanish. 

• I enjoyed the animal handling and the Spanish as there was so much to learn. 

• It was good to see the animals up close.  I found it interesting that speaking lots 
of languages helps to get you a job. 

• I loved holding the animals and learning about them. 

• I learned that ant eaters eat 30 000 ants every day 
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S1 trip to Bannockburn 

Back in November, S1 pupils made the trip to the 
site of the famous battle of Bannockburn, First of all, 
the pupils took part in a Bannockburn workshop, 
which included discussing the background of the 
battle, tactics involved and some of the key person-
alities. The pupils also had a chance to handle repli-
ca weapons and armour (as seen in the pictures). 
The second part of the trip involved a 3D interactive 
battlefield experience where the pupils were able to 
command troops and recreate the battle itself. 
 
Some quotes from the pupils: 
 
"What a great day, I loved trying on the armour and 
holding a sword. I couldn't believe how heavy it 
was!" 
 
"The best part was the 3D experience, it felt very re-
al and I was ducking out of the way of the arrows!" 
 
"I enjoyed the story the most and was very impressed by Robert the Bruce as a real 

fighter" 
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Holocaust Memorial Day  
 
 
 
On Friday 26th January, 38 second year pupils were 
able to take part in a webcast hosted by the Holocaust Educational Trust, this was 
organised as part of Holocaust Memorial day (27/01). There they listened to the ex-
traordinary survival story of Janine Webber. The pupils joined young people from 
around the UK and further afield in listening to the experiences. It was an incredibly 
moving but also inspiring delivery. Mrs Webber ended by giving some telling advice, 
explaining that we should focus on respect and tolerance rather than division and 
hate - appropriate 
words in the current 
global climate.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holocaust assemblies were also held in the first week in February, ( slightly delayed 
because of the Senior prelims). Katharine Prentice and Beth Brown who had trav-
elled to Auschwitz in the autumn, along with Mr Kerr who had also been able to 
make the trip, shared their experiences of the visit. Also contributing was Lennon 
MacEachern-Smith, S3, who recited a Hebrew poem. Listening to the accounts from 
those who had been to the camp, those listening were struck by the sheer scale of 
the evil acts committed at the death camps.  

The theme for 2018 is the power of words and we 
hope that all pupils will take to heart the lesson of 
trying to prevent destruction on the scale of the 
Holocaust by being respectful and considerate to 
all. The trips to Auschwitz take place under the 
auspices of the Holocaust Educational Trust, 
which exists “to  educate about the Holocaust so 
future generations understand where hatred and 
prejudice can lead”—an appropriate message for 
everyone.  
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Modern Languages 

S1 baby books 

It’s that time of the year again—-when the the 
First Year pupils are asked to make a baby book 
demonstrating  the use of simple prepositions. 
Once again, the books produced are amazing 
and delighted the new judges this year, Mrs 
Macfarlane’s small children, Lockie and Tay. 
Character’s included Peppa Pig, Donald Duck 
Spongebob, Winnie the Pooh and Scooby Doo. 
The creativity used to design and make the 
booklets, and incorporate the required French 
vocabulary is impressive. Have a look at a sam-
ple of the best as you go along the Modern lan-
guages corridor. 

 

Mutli lingual debate at Heriot Watt Uni-

versity 

On 21st March, pupils studying Higher or Advanced Higher French had the oppor-
tunity of attending the multi lingual debate at Heriot Watt university. Although the 
speakers are university students, the school pupils get the opportunity to hear a de-
bate delivered in many different languages (French, German, Spanish, English, Ara-
bic, Chinese).  With fairly substantial motions under discussion “This house believes 
that social media present a serious threat to the health and safety of young people” 
and “This house believes that a clear and short timeframe needs to be adopted in 
order to phase out fossil energies and replace them solely with renewable ones” this 
was a real chance to  
improve listening and 
 interpreting skills in an 
enjoyable setting. 
Thanks to Mrs McIntyre 
for organising this. 
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P7 Transition Programme 

Throughout the term the P7 transition  programme has 
continued with the enthusiastic P7 pupils a familiar 
sight, arriving at the school on Tuesday and Thursday 
after school. 

They have been able to follow a widely varied pro-
gramme in different departments—handling a real   
grenade in History, carrying out experiments in       
Science, problem solving in Maths, working with clay 
in Art, always supported by the equally enthusiastic S5 
pupils and the energetic teaching staff.   

Well done to everyone involved in the 
programme and thanks to Miss McCloy 
for overall organisation throughout the 
year. 
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Business Awareness Conference 
 
Bearsden Academy’s Business Education 
Department has once again participated in 
this very worthwhile event.  The  
Conference was held  in the Library where  
Senior pupils  participated in all kinds of 
activities – business games, team building 
exercises and presentations.  The event 
was organised by Lindsay Stewart from 
MindVision. The speakers this year came 
from a range of organisations – large and 
small – Freelance Business Consultants, 
Teleperformance and Skills Development 
Scotland.  The verdicts from the pupils 
(evaluation/feedback) this year – “great fun”, “enjoyable” and “very worthwhile”.  All 
of the pupils worked hard developing their skills and were given certificates recog-
nising their efforts. 

 
The Business Awareness Conference 
provides a first–hand view in the school 
environment of the world of industry, 
business start-up and online enterprise 
and with the recent positive experiences 
of the pupils and recognising the clear 
impact on their experiences and skills, 
this kind of event will continue to be over-
subscribed and find a place in the activi-
ties organised by the Business Education 
Department. 
 

 
 

Chess competition 
 
3 teams of pupils competed in the dragon’s league Chess completion at Milngavie 
Town hall on 4th February, with Bearsden Team B coming 3rd. Well done, to all, es-
pecially Cameron and Christopher 
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Musical Activities 
 
The fame of Man Choir continues to grow. After their suc-
cess at the Celebration of Scottish Music in St Mary’s  
Cathedral back in November, they were invited to perform 
at a fund raising evening for the National Trust. This was 
preceded by an open rehearsal in the school, in conjunc-
tion with the PTA who provided coffee and cakes. On 
both occasions, there was huge appreciation form an   
enthusiastic and highly impressed audience.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Also in March, the 
Pipe band and the 

Folk Group, both relatively new groupings in the department, participated in the 
Scottish Pipe Band championships. Very impressive performances from both 
groups, giving real promise of continuing success in the future. 
 
 
To finish off a busy term, the orchestra went to  
Wiston lodge for the last weekend of term, to 
prepare for the summer concert. They enjoyed a 
rare sighting of spring sunshine and we look for-
ward to hearing the results of their hard work in 
June. 
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3rd 
Hannah Morrison, 1F 

2nd 
Katie Cameron,  1F 

Library 
 
At the end of last year, Mrs Barry, our 
Librarian, ran a competition to design 
advertising posters for the Library . She 
was delighted with the high standard of 
the resultant entries but eventually      
selected the overall winner by Liya in 1D 

Winner 
Liya de Laet-Pinder   1D 



Issue 4 

Page 17 

RMPS Out and About 
 
Pupils from RMPS have been out and about 
in recent months visiting various places of 
worship. 
First off was the Higher RMPS class, who 
travelled to the south side of Glasgow to 
visit Giffnock synagogue and then learned 
about Jewish food customs by having lunch 
in a kosher restaurant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In an action packed day, a large 
group of S1 pupils was able to 
visit Glasgow cathedral, St 
Mungo’s museum and the Glas-
gow Gurdwara. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In February, some of the Higher RMPS class 
were able to attend an interfaith unity dinner and 
lecture on the compatibility between science and 
faith. (Please note—the Higher RMPS course in-
volves more that eating meals —Ed) This inter-
faith event was organised by some of our chap-
lains and it was great to have the pupils repre-
senting the school at this community dinner. 
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The English Department  registered for the 100 million minutes reading challenge, 
where schools across the country asked pupils to read as much as they could between 
the 1st and 29th March and, combined, aim to achieve 100 million minutes of reading 
during this period. 

Pupils in S1 -S3 were  issued with a bookmark every week in March and  asked to read 
for 10 minutes at the start of each English period and to try and match or exceed this at 
home each week as part of their homework. As we come to the end of the challenge, 
we will soon know if pupils have managed, not only to contribute handsomely to the na-
tional target, but have done enough  to qualify for some of the prizes on offer. 

Poetry by heart  

Bethan Chalmers,S6, was successful in the Glasgow heats of the Poetry by Heart Scotland 
competition , progressing to the final after impressive recitals of ‘A Blockhead’ by Amy Lowell 
and ‘The Curator’ by Norman Kreitman . Although not ultimately the winner of the competition, 
Bethan found participation a very interesting experience. Well done, Bethan. 

 

Congratulations to  
Christopher Spiers, S1, world champion gymnast  
and Jack Deveney  who recently became Under 12s British tennis champion 
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Congratulations to.....  

Ellis Shiels who gained two gold medals in the Scottish 

Schools Swimming Association Championships in East Kil-

bride recently. Having gained gold in the 100metres back 

stroke early in the day she not only 

matched this with gold in the 200m but 

she also set a new national record in the 

200m! Well done, Ellis. 

This was not the end of the Bearsden 

Academy successes as                       

Serena Iheagwaram  then gained a gold 

medal in the 200m butterfly.      

 

...........Hannah Jordan, S2,  who has made the final trial of the Girls Scottish 

U15s.Football squad.   

..........Naithan McNeil and Jack Bower who won the  East Dunbartonshire 

Schools. Badminton championships recently.  Further congratulations to Naithan 

who also won the singles.  

……...Darren Carruthers who has recently been selected for the World Special 

Olympics Games in Abu Dhabi next year.    

.....former pupil, Catriona Booth (class of 2016) who recently gained her 

first senior indoor cap competing in the Indoor European Hockey Champi-

onships.  

…….the many pupils who took part in the SSAA Indoor championships at 

the Emirates arena last month especially…. 

…….Cara McAuley who won bronze in the over 16 pole vault 

……..Jade Henry who won double gold in the 60metres and in the 60me-

tres hurdles. Fantastic! 

.......Alice Wilson, who became 
W16 Scottish orienteering cham-
pion earlier in March and who 
recently came second in her age 
category at the jkfestival. 

…..the Under 17 boys team 
who won gold in the the SSAA 

Cross country meet at Hopetoun House 
recently 



Contact details: 
Address : St Andrew’s Way, Bearsden, Glasgow G61 3AX 
Phone number  : 0141 955 2344 
Fax number  : 0141 942 5949 
Pupil Absence Line: 0141 955 2345 
Email : office@bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
Web site : www.bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
APRIL 
 
Monday 16th April   Pupils return at 8 50 
Thursday 26th April             “Making the wellbeing curriculum visible” 
Friday 27th April    S6 Leavers’ Day 
Monday 30th April   SQA exams begin 
 
 
MAY 
 
Monday 7th May   May Day holiday 
Tuesday 15th  May   P7 transition evening 
Saturday 19th May   PTA Plant Sale 10 am to 12 noon 
Tuesday 22nd May   P7 transition evening 
      Uniform evening 6pm to 7 30 pm 
Thursday 24th May   In Service day 
 
 
 
 
 
The next meeting of the Parent Council is on Tuesday 1st May at 7 pm 
The next meeting of the Parent Teacher Association is on Monday 23rd April at 7 15pm 
 
The next BAnner will be published in May 

 
 

Monday ‘ 


