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 Bearsden Academy  

   
Our Vision   

 
Committed to excellence by working together to be all we can be. 

  

Our Values 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

Supporting Rationale:   Bearsden Academy is a vibrant learning community that strives to 

respect the rights of our young people to fulfil their potential.  To this end, we are commit-

ted to supporting and challenging all members of our school community to become suc-

cessful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 

 

School Charter  

 

 

Pupils 

  

Everyone  Adults 

  

You have the right to learn 

and to allow others to learn. 

  

You have the right to be treated 

in a polite and sensitive manner. 

.  

You have the right to expect 

classwork and homework to be 

returned to the best of  pupils’ 

ability 

You have the right to   exer-

cise your full potential. 

  

You have the right to give and 

receive positive and constructive 

feedback.   

You have the right to expect 

pupils to come appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to expect 

teachers to be  appropriately 

prepared for lessons. 

You have the right to be treated 

fairly as an individual.   
You have the right to expect 

positive behaviour from pupils.  

You have the right to feel 

safe. 

You have the right to be listened 

to.  

  

  You have the right to be re-

spected as a member of the 

school community   
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With the festive season approaching, our school has continued to balance class-

room and extra- curricular activities in order to deliver a number of exciting opportu-

nities for our young people.  This edition of our newsletter testifies to the energy 

generated over recent weeks.   

Our S4, S5 and S6 pupils have been in preparation for the prelim examinations due 

early next term.  These exams, together with other forms of assessment, should al-

low teachers, pupils and parents sufficient information to be able to discuss priorities 

for the SQA examinations in the summer.   

We thank our PTA for their sterling efforts in bringing together the many stalls and 

activities in our “Christmas Fayre”.  A significant amount was raised for school 

funds; this continues a strong tradition of community support for our school.   

Thanks should also go to the Fashion Show team for their excellent evening per-

formances and for raising funds for the SAMH charity.  We are also grateful to the 

PE department for their coordination of two excellent Christmas dances and for en-

suring their seasonal theme of respect for all was at the forefront of the events.  This 

theme fitted well with recent PSE lessons and encouraged all of our young people to 

think about others. 

We have ended the term with quite outstanding performances from our musicians at 

the Christmas concerts, The combined efforts of talented pu-

pils, committed musical staff and supportive families ensured 

events to remember.  

I hope and trust that pupils, staff, parents and carers have an 

enjoyable holiday.   As ever, thank you all for your support. 

 

George Cooper 

Head Teacher 

 

Preliminary Exams 

These start for S4 pupils on Wednesday 10th 

January. All pupils were issued with paper 

copies of the timetable shortly before the end 

of term. Main dates are highlighted in the cal-

endar on the back page and the full timetable 

is available on the website 

 

 
 
 

      

http://clipartall.com/img/clipart-112535.html
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2017 US Politics & History Trip 

 

New York by Heather Ramsey 

 

In October 2017, 28 fifth and sixth year embarked upon an adventure of a lifetime. 
They had to endure the horror of waking up to be in Glasgow airport for 2.30 am! 
(unless you‟re Sam and arrive fashionably an hour and a half late!)  We survived 
and arrived at Heathrow ready for our BA transatlantic flight to JFK complete with 
lashings of airplane food! However, it was all worth it as when we checked into our 
hostel; it was mere minutes away from the first stop on our trip; the Empire State 
Building. This provided us breathtaking views from the top of this iconic American 
building and lots of photo opportunities. Although it was cold on the outdoor platform 
it was a thoroughly enjoyable experience and all of New York was easily visible. A 
tired group, eventually we dragged ourselves back to the hostel for some well-
earned sleep before we hit the NYC streets the following day. 

 
The next morning we re-fuelled at a diner for an all-American breakfast and met our 
guide – Marty. He took us on a fascinating tour of Harlem; learning about the history 
of civil rights in America. We indulged in some “soul food”; getting into the Harlem 
vibe! Most interestingly we learnt the tale of the Collier brothers who hoarded 120 
TONNES of rubbish in their house, which was so badly damaged from the exces-

sive amount of stuff that it had to be pulled down to create a tiny 
green oasis in the „concrete jungle‟. One of our tour members pro-
claimed that it was “just like Govan!” 

 

Next; the Statue of Liberty. As she hove into view, to the soundtrack 
of hundreds of cameras clicking, the excitement built as we had only 
ever seen her on television before. The day was sunny as we spent 
the morning exploring Liberty Island and Ellis Island, learning about 
the people who came to America dreaming of a better life from coun-
tries around the world; many indeed from Bonnie Scotland! 

 

Of course, apart from heavy indulgence in New York food, there was shopping, 
more shopping and Times Square. I think we might have retina damage from our 
visit - every surface that could 
possibly be covered in a 
screen was illuminated, adver-
tisements from every type of 
company imaginable were 
there; it was literally a glowing 
beacon of corporate America.  
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2017 US Politics & History Trip 

 
Gettysburg by Sam Raymond  
 
Gettysburg: sprawling green fields with old and elegant trees, white picket fences, 
stars and stripes fluttering in the breeze; hard to believe this was the site of a bloody 
and costly battle.  

 

Our stop in Gettysburg was all about the story of the battle, those involved and its 
impact. Our tour guide really helped us to imagine the battle scene. He led the 
group through the many monuments that represent different parts of the battlefield 
and painted a visceral picture of the three day battle itself and highlighted the bat-
tle‟s significance and how it fitted into the story of the Civil War.  

 

The experience was a real bonus for the 4  Advanced Higher History students, who 
are studying the American Civil war and it was a fascinating introduction to the battle 
at Gettysburg.  
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2017 US Politics & History Trip 

 

Washington by Caris Wiseman 

 

Next stop on our journey - Washington DC; would we see the Donald? After a long 
coach ride, we were just all thankful to arrive at our hotel, get unpacked and have 
supper.   
  

Washington DC; home of the White House itself and more importantly, home to 
breakfast squagles - square bagels – genius! A dull, rainy day we set off to visit Ar-
lington Cemetery, which was once home to southern Civil War General Robert E 
Lee himself. The military cemetery and JFK memorial were both very moving, espe-
cially in the rain. The solemnity with which the changing of the guard ceremony was 
carried out was chilling. 
  

Our tour guide, Judy (from Maryland – who could be allowed to forget??) was a very 
enthusiastic guide to the political and historical sites of DC. We visited the Lincoln 
memorial, the Washington monument, the Martin Luther King monument and the 
open-air Roosevelt museum. Judy was most impressed by our determination to 
walk everywhere – a most unusual request from students apparently! We had a 
sneak preview of the Halloween decorations at the White 
House, but no sightings of the Donald! But by way of compen-
sation, we did have Mr Kerr‟s Quintessential Quiz in the evening 
and the Advanced Higher History team won the overall prize – 
Ms Thomson suspected favouritism!  

 

On a more sombre note, we visited the Holocaust Museum. 
This was a deeply emotional experience for all of us, as it truly 
highlighted the horrors experienced by millions of people 
throughout Hitler's reign of terror. 

 

Finally, we visited the majestic Capitol 
Building, which almost glowed in the brilliant DC sunshine. 
This was our penultimate stop before we made our way back 
home. The tour guide was great fun and gave us a real sense 
of the history and importance of US Congress. Our final desti-
nation was the National Archives and it was a great opportu-
nity to see the original Declaration of Independence, US Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights, all under one roof. Mr Kerr was 
overjoyed!   
 

 
And so, our trip came to an end. The drive to the 
airport was a sad but happy one as all of us 
knew we would head home with an experience 
that would stick with us forever. 
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Remembrance Events 

 

With Remembrance Day falling on a Satur-
day this year, the Bearsden Academy 
community held its remembrance event on 
the Friday. The Brass band  played Abide 
with me, with the solo Last Post played 
throughout it by Brid Henry on trumpet. At 
11am the bell rang for the 2 minute silence and this was followed by Reveille. 

Mr Gordon Thickett from the Royal British Legion Scotland spoke the lines  

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.  

Mr Kerr then spoke briefly about the almost unimaginable scale of the losses in the 
First World War before Megan Thompson piped 
pupils and staff out of the Courtyard. At Assem-
blies in the week leading up to Remembrance 
days, Advanced History pupils had spoken to 
each year group about their experiences of vis-
iting the First World War battlefields and the im-
portance of remembrance. 

On Sunday 12th November, School 
captains Emma Bruce and Cameron 
McKnight represented the school at 
the ceremony at the War Memorial in 
Bearsden, laying a wreath on behalf 
of the school.  

We were proud to recognise the 
participation of many more of our 
pupils, representing various uni-
formed organisations in the com-
munity. Thanks to all involved in 
organising all the events. 
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Fashion Show 
 
The annual Fashion 
Show took place at the 
end of November but the 
planning had started 
months earlier. After dis-
cussion, the Committee 
settled on SAMH 
(Scottish Association for 
Mental Health) as their 
chosen charity, well 
aware of the number of 

young people who suffer from mental health prob-
lems. After meeting with representatives from the 
charity, members of the committee then attended 
assemblies highlighting the importance of supporting 
SAMH 
 
With a very short time to turn round the Fashion 
Show, the Committee this year had to worked par-
ticularly hard  to “get the show on the road” in the 
time available. 8am meetings were the order of the 
day, with lunchtime and after school rehearsals. One 
of the pleasing features of the Fashion Show has al-
ways been the responsibility of the committee mem-
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Fashion Show 

And so to the event itself. The Hall looked 
glamorous and inviting and the pupils were 
excited, made up  and ready to go .  

Capably compèred  by Catherine Adams 
and Ross Craig, the event ran smoothly 
through the various walks and musical 
items. Massive thanks as always to every-
one who supported the show, the hair and 
make up volunteers, those who donated 
prizes for the raffle and, of course the 
shops who provide the clothes. The inspi-
ration behind it all, of course is the inexhaustible Miss Mackell  and the hard work of 
everyone involved was rewarded when the grand total of £3400 (one of the highest 

totals ever) was announced at the end. 

Well done to everyone involved. 
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Scary Dance 

The event formerly known as the “Hallowe'en disco” took place on the evening of Hal-

lowe‟en with S6 pupils, weirdly and wonderfully attired, returning to school for an eve-

ning of fun and music. Foregoing the traditional messy Hallowe‟en games, they enthusi-

astically danced the night away. Not to be outdone, there were a number of teachers 

who looked quite different form their regular every day ap-

pearance…. 
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Respect Means 
 
During Anti-Bullying Week we joined the national 
conversation about what respect means. We un-
derstand from the work previously done through 
PSE that positive cultures based on respect can 
help prevent bullying – and we can all make a 
difference. Understanding that respect is funda-
mental to all relationships, regardless of what 
form they come in – including online relationships 
– should be at the heart of how we treat others. 
 
With the above in mind specifically with S1-S3, 
Principal Teachers of Guidance delivered the les-
sons provided by „Respect Me‟, Scotland‟s Anti 
Bullying organisation. Pupils were thoroughly engaged with „What Respect Means 
To Me‟ and as a result we were able to launch our video alongside these lessons. 
Many of you may have seen this tweeted on our dedicated twitter site 
@Bearsden_Guid. 
 
Pupils also attended Assemblies to highlight 
the respect message to their peers and showed 
the video, highlighting the work done by differ-
ent classes 
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Art Show 

The annual Art show took place on Monday 4th December and was attended by an 
appreciative and enthusiastic crowd of parents , grandparents, younger siblings and 
interested onlookers! Without exception, our guests declared themselves to be im-
pressed and amazed at the quality of the work on show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S1 classes had prepared their landscape paintings and these formed a fantastic dis-
play of the work of our talented pupils  
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Art Show 

Other items on display included an interesting display of gloves and pieces sub-
mitted for SQA exams last session. Among these were some superb folios form 
our Photography pupils. 

This was another night when it was a 
privilege to witness the wealth of tal-
ent available in the school. Thanks to 
Mrs Farmer and her staff for organis-
ing the Art Show. 



Issue 3 

Page 14 

Christmas Concert 

“Absolutely fantastic”  “Amazing!” “Definitely the best yet” These 
were just some of the comments form the audience leaving the 
Christmas concerts which took place in the last week of term.  

For regular concert goers, the fact that the performances from 
our very talented pupils seems to improve each term is a source 
of both pride and amazement. From the strains of Swan Lake, 
through to the unmissable two imps and the festive finale of the 
snow Waltz, each performance was superb. Outstanding individ-
ual performances were supported by all the different groups, 
covering a wide variety of different types of music, classical, jazz, folk, rock, percus-
sion,  as well as the choirs and the Pipe Band.  

Congratulations to the Music team 
of Mrs Bryce, Ms Panaretou, Mrs 
Lindsay and Miss Stygal, ably 
supported as always by our fabu-
lous Music instructors. 

An amazing evening indeed. Can 
you really manage to beat that? 
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Christmas dances 
 

 

 

 

 

An enthusiastic group of S1 and S2 pupils enjoyed 
an energetic and lively night of ceilidh and other 
dancing on Thursday 8th December. With the superb 
(and superbly dressed!) compère, Mr MacDonald 
calling the dances, there was no excuse for anyone 
to put a foot wrong (sorry!) 

The following Thursday, there was  an enormous 
turnout of S5/6 pupils for the Senior Dance, with Last 
Tram frae Auchenshuggle doing the honours and Mr 
MacDonald reprising his Master of Ceremonies role. 

On both occasions, the enthusiasm and evident en-
joyment of the pupils were absolutely fantastic. Well 
done to them and thanks to the tireless PE staff for 

their organisation of 
the dances with par-
ticular mention for 
the man in the 
Christmas suit! 
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Out and about 

Many Bearsden Academy pupils, took part in the  East Dunbartonshire schools 
event in the Royal Concert Hall on Monday 4th December. So many talented pupils 
from our school & other EDC schools participated in orchestras, ensembles and 
choirs,  making it a real night to remember, Well done to all who took part. 

Mrs Kennedy and a group of Sports leaders headed down south on Sunday 3rd De-
cember to watch the clash between West Ham and Manchester City and to meet up 
with David Moyes, current West Ham manager and, of course,  former pupil of 
Bearsden Academy 
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Children in Need   
 
Children in Need “kicked off” on Wednesday 15th November 
with a very competitive staff v pupils volleyball match, though 

it all ended  amicably! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
S1 pupils had been raising money for some weeks with their Silent Sponsored 
reach, amassing a grand total just short of £1000, which is fantastic, The Friday non 
uniform day was the main earner for our charity and the lunchtime event in the Hall 
provided some light relief for those watching teachers and pupils battle it out in an-
other Bearsden challenge.  
 
The Captaincy team did their bit dressing up as characters from Grease and staff 
coffee morning and bake sales all 

contributed to 
the grand total 
of £3,200. Well 
done to every-
one who partici-
pated in any 
way and to the 
Charities Com-
mittee for their 
efforts in organ-
ising the events. 
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Christmas Fayre 
 
The annual PTA Christmas Fayre took place on Thursday 
23rd November and a fine evening it was to get into the fes-
tive spirit and stock up on some early Christmas presents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as almost 50 stalls, there was a noisy and 
lively presence from the S2 Business Enterprise 
classes, a Young Enterprise stall and various foodie  
delights from a number of pupils fundraising for 
World Challenge or Project Trust. 
 
 One very popular stall was the Design Technology 
stall selling various laser cut products and as usual 
there was a fantastic raffle with some fabulous 
prizes. We are extremely grateful to all local busi-
nesses and organisations who provided prizes for 
the raffle. The musicians provided suitably festive 
music and at the end of the evening, the Fayre had 
raised almost £1300 close on its best ever total. Well 
done, everyone. 
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Another Maths success 

Congratulations to the Enterprising Maths team of Madeleine Bell, Fraser Gaff-
ney, Isla MacKay and Jessica Man who took part in the finals of the Enterprising 
Maths competition and came 5th overall out of 70 participating schools. This is a 
fantastic result and bodes well for the future as three of the team are in S3 and 
can take part again next year. Well done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panto visit 

Oh yes they did! Pupils from S3 Drama classes at-
tended Alice in Weegieland, the Tron Theatre‟s Christ-
mas pantomime. Not only did they enjoy the produc-
tion itself but  they were 
also able to hear about 
what was involved in stag-
ing the show in a chat with 
the production team after 
the performance.   
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Clubs and Societies 

Sculpture club 

 

At lunchtimes, Bearsden is a hive of activity with clubs, societies and interest groups run-
ning in various locations all over the school. One of the most popular clubs is the Sculpture 
club, run by Mr Armour. The first picture shows pupils hard at work making creative clay 
animals. The whole cohort is then pictured, proudly showing off their handwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also from the Art Department is 
this most impressive Bio Dome 
made today during a lesson with 
our hardworking Art student 
teacher, Miss Watson!  
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Congratulations 

 

...to  Sophie MacKenzie-Smith on achieving the 
Technical Teachers Association Award for top pupil 
in Scotland in National 5 Design and Manufacture. 
Well done Sophie for all your hard work and dedi-
cation.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

...to Emily Bell, S5, who was successful in her application 

for an Arkwright scholarship. Well done, Emily 

 

 

 

...to the ski team of  who won 

silver medals at the Scottish 

schools Snowsports Associa-

tion championships  recently 

 

 

 

... to Ellis Sheils representing West of Scotland 

at the intercounties  swimming championships  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/intercountieschamp?src=hash


Contact details: 

Address : St. Andrew’s Way, Bearsden, G61 3AX 

Phone number  : 0141 955 2344 

Fax number  : 0141 942 5949 

Pupil Absence Line: 0141 955 2345 

Email : office@bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 

Web site : www.bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

JANUARY 

 

Monday 8th  School reopens 8:50 am 

Wednesday 10th S4 Prelims begin 

Wednesday 17th S5/6 Prelims begin 

    S2 Parents’ Meeting 4:15pm 

Wednesday 24th  S4 return to school 

Thursday 25th  S2/S3 Parent Information meeting  

Wednesday 31st S5/6 pupils return to school 

 

 

FEBRUARY    

Monday 12th  Mid term holiday 

Tuesday 13th  Mid term holiday 

Wednesday 14th  In Service Day 

 

 
 

The next meeting of the Parent Council is on Tuesday 9th January at 7 pm  

The next meeting of the Parent Teacher Association is on Monday 15th January at 7:15pm 

 

The next BAnner will be published at the end of February 

 

 


