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17 February 2021 
 

Letter to parents of Senior Phase Pupils 

Dear Parent, 

Phased Reopening of Schools and Early Years 

The Scottish Government has now confirmed the arrangements for the phased reopening of 
schools and early years.    From Monday 22 February, children in early years and Primary 1 
to 3 will return full time and there will be a limited return for some pupils in the Senior 
Phase, who require to be in school to complete practical tasks that cannot be completed at 
home.   

As advised in the national guidance, all schools are working towards the advice given from 
Education Scotland that, remote learning should be the primary delivery model in use and 
that consideration should be given to in-school learning only where this is absolutely 
necessary. Up to 8% of pupils from S4 – S6 can in be in attendance at any one time. 

Most recent guidance from Scottish Government clearly states that, ‘Schools must ensure that 
the number of senior phase learners timetabled in school to undertake practical work at any 
one time does not exceed 5-8% of the secondary school roll. This number is a cap, and not an 
indication of the number of learners that schools are expected to have in the building at all 
times’ 

Given this guidance, all schools are currently reviewing what coursework needs to be 
undertaken in some practical subjects for the purposes of evidencing an SQA coursework so 
that they can make arrangements for attendance where there is a requirement for this.  

In the subjects that do not have practical coursework to be undertaken, remote learning will 
continue as before. This will include subjects such as English, Mathematics, Sciences and 
Social Subjects.  All arrangements will continue to be reviewed in the light of any further 



national guidance as and when it is issued. The SQA has extended the deadline for 
submission of grades until the 25th of June so there is time for other subjects to complete in-
school assessments if this is deemed appropriate.  

Any arrangements that are put in place will have to work alongside the need to continue to 
provide the effective remote learning programmes that will remain in place for pupils who 
continue to learn at home.  The arrangements will be flexible and may alter from week to 
week. 

Head Teachers and managers have been working on their plans and the guidance from 
Scottish Government will now require to be implemented.  This includes some additional 
mitigation measures; for example 2m physical distancing will be required between pupils in 
secondary schools including on school transport. 

Head Teachers will send information to parents on the arrangements that will be in place in 
their school as soon as these are confirmed. 

Thank you for your continued support through this challenging time for us all. 

Kind regards 

JACQUI MACDONALD 

CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER 

 


